ROBESPIERRE
his province rented a small apartment at No. 16 Rue de
1'Etang.
His mornings, and occasionally his evenings, Robes-
pierre spent at the Assembly. His afternoons and part
of his nights he devoted to the preparation of his
speeches. Unwittingly, de Beaumetz probably did him
a favour, for the sharp point of ridicule had, no doubt,
much to do with his abandonment of the flowery style of
oratory that had excited the risibility of his colleagues.
Aulard, who has made a special study of the principal
orators of the Revolution, is of the opinion that he did
not reach his full oratorical growth until the Assembly
had been in Paris for some time.
There are marked differences of opinion about
Robespierre as an orator, so marked, in fact, that they
are obviously coloured by partisan feeling. Carlyle finds
him "barren as the Harnathon wind". Taine says that
"he said nothing and only spoke to hear himself
speak". Belloc says that "he lacked great phrase".
Aulard finds him, at times, eloquent and convincing.
Mathiez considers him superior to Vergniaud.
When one reads his speeches one cannot help think-
ing that Reybaz' criticism was justified: he did not know
when to stop. Most of them are too long. He has a way
of repeating himself, but as Michelet has remarked,
ma voce this could not have been nearly as objectionable
as it appears in reading. In fact, it had the advantage
of emphasizing the argument. Parts of some of his
speeches are deserving of Carlyle's withering strictures,
but there are other parts—and even whole speeches—
that are undeniably eloquent, and of which the logic is
devastating. It has already been said that he usually read
his speeches, but he was quite capable of speaking
impromptu, and at such times was often at his best. His
famous sally against Briez and his attack on Danton,
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